
Workplan to implement the Review of the Ministerial Council operations 
recommendations 

Recommendation 1 
Review and update the Ministerial Council’s Operating Procedures to: 
- ensure consistency as far as practicable with COAG Guidelines and Protocols; 
- clarify the mechanisms available to the Ministerial Council under the FSANZ Act, the FRA, and the Treaty, and to cross-reference these and other key 

documents governing the Ministerial Council; and  
- articulate the roles and responsibilities of the Ministerial Council and its committees 

Activity Who Timeframe 
• Compare COAG Guidelines and Protocols with Ministerial Council 

Operating Procedures and address any gaps or omissions.  Cross 
reference other key documents. 

• Draft a concise (not more than two pages) articulation of the roles 
and responsibilities and mechanisms available to Ministerial Council 
and its committees. This document will become an attachment to the 
Operating Procedures. 

• Consult with P & P working group on the update operations document. 
• Endorsement by FRSC. 
• Consideration and if appropriate endorsed by Ministerial Council. 
• Publication on the website. 

Food Regulation Secretariat 

Consult with FRSC Principles & 
Protocols working group. 

• Consultation 
 
• FRSC consideration Dec 2008 
• Ministerial Council May 2009 
• Published by May 2009 

Recommendation 2 
Continue with the current ongoing improvements to the Policy Guidelines Development Document and the organisation of Stakeholder Consultation Forums. 
Activity Who Timeframe 
• Continue with the organisation of the Stakeholder Consultation Forums 2008. 
• Following the Australian and New Zealand Forums, recommendations on 

any changes to the Policy Guidelines Development Document be provided to 
FRSC and, if agreed, to Ministerial Council. 

FRSC Principles & Protocols 
Working Group 

• 2008 Stakeholder Consultation 
Forums August. 

• Advice on outcomes to FRSC 
in December 2008 and 
potentially to Ministerial 
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Recommendation 3 
Establish a mechanism to ensure that Ministers can, wherever possible, consider complex food standards issues at meetings rather than out-of-session. 

Activity Who Timeframe 

• Include a standing item on the Ministerial Council Agenda that forecasts potential 
out-of-session food standards notification. The Ministerial Council will consider 
which of the standards notifications have strategic significance.  Wherever 
possible, FSANZ should consider adjusting the timelines of the items identified so 
that these can be considered during an upcoming meeting. This will be easier 
with proposals, as proposals are not subject to legislated timeframes. 

 
• Ensure that Ministers in out-of-session notification papers are asked to indicate if a 

review should be complete in time so that the report can be considered at the next 
possible meeting rather than the normal 3 months.  This would have to be a period 
of more than 3 months. If a majority of Ministers request that a review report 
should be completed in time for the next possible meeting the Food Regulation 
Secretariat will communicate this Ministerial Council decision to the FSANZ Board. 

Food Regulation Secretariat • Trial next meeting – October 2008 

• Trial late May 2008 

• If trails are successful the 
Operations Protocol will be 
amended at the same time as 
outlined in Recommendation 1 

Recommendation 4 
FRSC should more closely examine the Ministerial Council agenda items to ensure that: 
- RIS requirements are met; 
- policy guidelines are clear and unambiguous; and 
- working groups have followed procedure in the Policy Guidelines Development Document; 

Activity Who Timeframe 
FRSC agenda paper format to be adjusted so that a statement must be included by 
the working group chair on RIS requirements and compliance with procedures so 
that FRSC can assess compliance. 

Food Regulation Secretariat Next meeting – August 2008 

Recommendation 4 con’t 
- FRSC should more closely examine the Ministerial Council agenda items to ensure that processes and procedures set out in protocols governing the 

Ministerial Council are followed. 

Activity Who Timeframe 
Ensuring that the processes and procedures set out in protocols governing the 
Ministerial Council are followed is a responsibility of all FRSC and Ministerial 
Council members.  Members are encouraged to raise issues during the working 
group, FRSC and Ministerial Council meetings. 

FRSC and Ministerial 
Council members 

On-going 
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Recommendation 5 
Include a standing item at the conclusion of each Ministerial Council meeting identifying items for sharing with other Ministerial Councils that may be of interest to 
them. 

Activity Who Timeframe 
Include a standing item at the conclusion of each Ministerial Council meeting. Food Regulation Secretariat Next meeting – October 2008 

Recommendation 6 
Consider drafting decisions made during Ministerial Council meetings live, in full view of attendees, so that members can collectively agree on the exact wording of 
decisions. 
Activity Who Timeframe 
• Consideration by DoHA of logistics and resource implications. 

• Develop protocol as required. 
DoHA and Food Regulation 
Secretariat 

If viable, trial at Ministerial Council 
October 2008 

Recommendation 7 
FRSC should more closely examine the ISC workplan and give ISC more strategic direction with consideration of resource implications. 
Activity Who Timeframe 
• Undertake a critical analysis of the workplan to identify strategic priorities.  

Consider resource implications and develop recommendations and realistic 
timelines. 

• Provide advice to FRSC. 
• If agreed provide recommendations to Ministerial Council for endorsement. 

FRSC Strategic working group 

• Recommendations to FRSC 
December 2008 

• Recommendation to Ministerial 
Council early 2009 
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