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Quarterly Report

Meningococcal Surveillance Australia
Reporting period 1 January to 31 March 2023
Monica M Lahra and Tiffany R Hogan for the National Neisseria Network

The reference laboratories of the National 
Neisseria Network, Australia report data 
on invasive meningococcal disease (IMD) 
cases confirmed by culture and/or molecular 
techniques for the Australian Meningococcal 
Surveillance Programme (AMSP). Culture-
positive cases and molecular-based diagnoses 
are defined as IMD by the Communicable 
Diseases Network Australia National Guidelines 
for Public Health Units.1 Data contained in the 
quarterly reports are restricted to a description 
of the number of cases by jurisdiction and sero-
group, when known. Some minor corrections 
to data in Table 1 may be made in subsequent 
reports if additional data are received.

IMD notifications in Australia in the first 
quarter of 2023 were greater than in the cor-
responding period in 2022 but still below the 
36 IMD cases reported in quarter one of 2019 
(prior to the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic).2 Notably, 
the predominance of N. meningitidis serogroup 
B (MenB) IMD continued in the first quarter 
of 2023 (21/23, 91.3% of notifications), show-
ing an increase from 84% in the fourth quarter 
of 2022.3 In contrast, between 2019 and 2021, 
50–62% of IMD was attributable to MenB.4 A full 
analysis of laboratory-confirmed cases of IMD 
in each calendar year is contained in the AMSP 
annual report published in Communicable 
Diseases Intelligence.

Author details

Monica M Lahra 1, 2 
Tiffany R Hogan 1

1. The World Health Organization Collaborat-
ing Centre for STI and AMR and Neisseria 
Reference Laboratory. NSW Health Pathol-
ogy, Microbiology, Prince of Wales Hospital, 
Randwick, NSW, 2031, Australia

2. The School of Medical Sciences, Faculty of 
Medicine, University of New South Wales, 
Kensington, NSW, 2052, Australia

Corresponding author

Professor Monica M Lahra

World Health Organization Collaborating 
Centre for STI and AMR and Neisseria Reference 
Laboratory, Microbiology Department, NSW 
Health Pathology, Prince of Wales Hospital, 
Randwick, NSW, 2031, Australia

Telephone: +61 2 9382 3678

Facsimile: +61 2 9382 3720

Email: monica.lahra@health.nsw.gov.au



2 of 3 health.gov.au/cdiCommun Dis Intell (2018)  2023;47 (https://doi.org/10.33321/cdi.2023.47.59) Epub 16/11/2023

Ta
bl
e 
1:
 N
um

be
r o

f l
ab
or
at
or
y 
co
nfi

rm
at
io
ns
 o
f i
nv

as
iv
e 
m
en

in
go
co
cc
al
 d
is
ea
se
, A

us
tr
al
ia
, 1
 Ja

nu
ar
y 
to
 3
1 
M
ar
ch
 2
02
3,
 b
y 
se
ro
gr
ou

p 
an

d 
st
at
e 

or
 te
rr
ito

ry
 

Ju
ri
sd

ic
ti
o
n

Se
ro
g
ro
u
p

Ye
ar

A
B

C
W

Y
N
D

a
A
ll

Q
1

yt
d

b
Q
1

yt
d

1
yt
d

Q
1

yt
d

Q
1

yt
d

Q
1

yt
d

Q
1

yt
d

Au
str
ali
an
 Ca
pi
ta
l T
er
rit
or
y

20
23

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

20
22

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

Ne
w 
So
ut
h W

ale
s

20
23

0
0

6
6

0
0

0
0

1
1

0
0

7
7

20
22

0
0

3
3

0
0

0
0

0
0

1
1

4
4

No
rth
er
n T
er
rit
or
y

20
23

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

20
22

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

Qu
ee
ns
lan
d

20
23

0
0

7
7

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

7
7

20
22

0
0

2
2

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

2
2

So
ut
h A
us
tra
lia

20
23

0
0

2
2

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

2
2

20
22

0
0

2
2

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

2
2

Ta
sm
an
ia

20
23

0
0

2
2

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

2
2

20
22

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

Vi
ct
or
ia

20
23

0
0

3
3

0
0

1
1

0
0

0
0

4
4

20
22

0
0

3
3

0
0

0
0

0
0

1
1

4
4

W
es
te
rn
 A
us
tra
lia

20
23

0
0

1
1

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

1
1

20
22

0
0

3
3

0
0

0
0

1
1

0
0

4
4

A
u
st
ra
lia

20
23

0
0

21
21

0
0

1
1

1
1

0
0

23
23

20
22

0
0

13
13

0
0

0
0

1
1

2
2

16
16

a 
N
D
: n
ot
 d
et
er
m
in
ed

.
b 

yt
d:
 y
ea
r t
o 
da

te
, d
at
a 
fr
om

 1
 Ja

nu
ar
y 
to
 3
1 
M
ar
ch

 2
02

3.



3 of 3 health.gov.au/cdi Commun Dis Intell (2018)  2023;47 (https://doi.org/10.33321/cdi.2023.47.59) Epub 16/11/2023

References

1. Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care, Communicable Diseases Net-
work Australia (CDNA). Invasive Meningococcal Disease: CDNA National Guidelines for Public 
Health Units. Canberra: Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care; 4 July 
2017. Available from: https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/02/invasive-
meningococcal-disease-cdna-national-guidelines-for-public-health-units.pdf.

2. Lahra MM, Shoushtari M, Hogan TR. Meningococcal Surveillance Australia: Reporting period 
1 January to 31 March 2020. Commun Dis Intell (2018). 2020:44. doi: https://doi.org/10.33321/
cdi.2020.44.65.

3. Lahra MM, Hurley SM, Hogan TR. Meningococcal Surveillance Australia: Reporting period 1 
October to 31 December 2022. Commun Dis Intell (2018). 2023:47. doi: https://doi.org/10.33321/
cdi.2023.47.23.

4. Lahra MM, George RCR, Hogan TR. Australian Meningococcal Surveillance Programme Annual 
Report, 2021. Commun Dis Intell (2018). 2022:46. doi: https://doi.org/10.33321/cdi.2022.46.46.


	Author details
	Corresponding author

	References

