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Cholera in Somalia
From 1 January to 21 April 2000, 2,232 cases of cholera and 
230 deaths have been reported. Cases have been
confirmed in Bay, Lower Juba, Lower Shabelle, Mogadishu
and Mudug. In areas where international teams are present,
the case-fatality rate is lower due to effective case manage-
ment and the implementation of adequate control measures. 
It should be noted however, that cholera control in Somalia
is complex and difficult as a result of problems of security,
accessibility and the recent drought.

WHO continues to carry out cholera control coordination
activities through the cholera task force, which collects and
compiles data to be shared with partners, assists in
processing stool samples, provides cholera supplies as
required and gives training support. Agencies involved
include: UNICEF, Action internationale contre la faim, the
International Medical Corps, Médecins sans frontières, the
Coordinating Committee of the Organization for Voluntary
Services and the Somali Red Crescent Society.

Yellow fever in Nigeria
The Federal Ministry of Health has confirmed 2 cases of
yellow fever in Kano State.

In collaboration with WHO, UNICEF and Médecins sans
Frontières, the Ministry is planning to conduct a mass
vaccination campaign in the affected areas of Kano State
and Ekiti State.

Meningococcal disease, serogroup
W135
This update concerns cases of meningococcal disease
associated with international travel and reported previously,
as well as confirmed cases of Neisseria meningitidis
serogroup W135.

New and revised notifications of these cases from
28 February 2000 have been received from the following
countries:

Country Cases Deaths

Finland 1

France 18 4

Germany 2
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 2

Italy 0

Kuwait 1

Morocco 3 1

Netherlands 6

Oman 18 2

Saudi Arabia 241 59

Singapore 4

Spain 0

United Kingdom 31 5

United States 3

WHO is actively monitoring the situation and requesting
countries to send specimens to WHO. 

Overseas briefs

Editor: Angela Merianos Associate Editor: Jenny Thomson

Editorial and Production Staff

Alison Milton, Gail Bird, Margo Eyeson-Annan, Linda Halliday,
Ming Lin

Editorial Advisory Board

Charles Watson (Chair), Mary Beers, Margaret Burgess, 
Scott Cameron, John Kaldor, Margery Kennett, Cathy Mead

Subscriptions

CanPrint, PO Box 7456, Canberra Mail Centre, ACT, 2610;
Fax: +61 2 6295 4888 (Overseas) or (02) 6295 4888 (Australia).

Website

http://www.health.gov.au/pubhlth/cdi/cdihtml.htm

Contributions 

Contributions covering any aspects of communicable diseases are
invited. All contributions are subject to the normal refereeing process.
Instructions to authors can be found in CDI 2000;24:5.

Copyright

 Commonwealth of Australia 2000

This work is copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the
Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced by any process
without prior written permission from the Commonwealth
available from AusInfo. Requests and inquires concerning
reproduction and rights should be addressed to the Manager,
Legislative Services, AusInfo, GPO Box 1920, Canberra ACT
2601.

Contacts other than subscriptions

CDI is produced every four weeks by the National Centre for
Disease Control, Department of Health and Aged Care,
GPO Box 9848, Canberra, ACT, 2601; Fax: (02) 6289 7791,
Phone: (02) 6289 8245; email: cdi.editor@health.gov.au.

This journal is indexed by Index Medicus and Medline.

Opinions expressed in CDI are those of the authors and not
necessarily those of the Department of Health and Aged Care or
the Communicable Diseases Network Australia New Zealand.
Data may be subject to revision.


