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 To whom it may concern,  

A number of the questions are a bit awkward to answer the survey lumps together concepts into 

one question that I have completely different feelings about.  For example, one of the questions was 

'do you strongly agree / disagree that pharmacists should be able to charge more or less than the 

copay.' I strongly agree they should be able to charge less (great!) but 100% disagree and will die in a 

ditch over any attempt to let them charge more.  

It's not clear how I should answer that question as my feelings are completely different if you are 

talking about more or less.  

I also did not like the co-payment questions. Australia's co-payment system is bad. As part of the 

review the team has surely read the RAND Health Insurance Experiment that demonstrates co-

payments reduce the life expectancy of poor people by reducing their access to care.  However, I am 

a high income (150k+) earner.  

So my personal copayment is very low - I'm not going to notice $40 bucks either way - but conversely 

it's totally ridiculous that people who make less than half what I do pay the same copayment. This 

just sets up regressive taxation. The NHS has a much, much better model.  Copayment should be 

zero (or like, 5 bucks if you insist on having a price signal) and instead use a progressive taxation 

system (e.g. the medicare levy) or increase GST as that results in less people dying.  

But, having laid out that complexity, you don't provide any capability to answer the questions about 

copayments in an intelligent way. Instead its 'is what you pay fair' which is totally meaningless.  

If this submission is to be published, please remove my name and email address. 

Cheers, 

 




