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16 September 2016 

Pharmacy Review (MDP 900) 
Department of Health 
GPO Box 9848 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Re: PHARMACY REMUNERATION AND REGULATION REVIEW 

To whom it may concern. 

Parkinson’s disease is the second most common neurological condition in Australia and yet it remains one of 
the least understood. In Australia there are in excess of 70,000 people diagnosed with Parkinson’s each year; 
more than 17,000 of these (24.3%) live in Queensland. That equates to more than 700,000 Australians 
impacted by Parkinson’s right now; 53% of those diagnosed are male and 47% female. Someone in Australia is 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s every 47 minutes, that’s 32 each day. There are 11500 new cases each year. Of 
those living with Parkinson’s 12 thousand are of working age, 2300 are aged in their 30’s and 40’s and 82% are 
over 65 years of age. Sadly, over 8500 are in care facilities. These may appear simply as numbers to many but 
in cold hard economic terms they represent an economic healthcare cost to Australian taxpayers of around 
$9.9 billion annually.  

Community pharmacies and their pharmacists, play a major role in the delivery of health services to many 
Australians who are living with Parkinson’s. We all know and trust our local ‘chemist’. Often these pharmacies 
are our first point of contact, especially in rural and regional areas. Pharmacists and their staff play an 
important role in recognising the signs and symptoms of Parkinson’s and are usually the most accessible health 
service available to People affected by Parkinson’s.  

The local pharmacy is a fundamental safe haven for health advice, comfort and service. 

Parkinson’s Queensland believes the local network of pharmacies works well and is vital to the fabric and 
structure of Australian society. Community pharmacies provide a fair, equitable and accessible healthcare 
service to all. The network is not a ‘one size fits all’ base for service as we already find in supermarkets, but is 
well suited to the diverse healthcare needs of all Australians. 

Yours faithfully 

Mark Hindle ED 
Chief Executive Officer 
Parkinson’s Queensland Inc. 
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