
Pharmacy Review  
Department of Health 
GPO Box 9848 
Canberra ACT 2601 

17/09/2016 

Dear Review Panel 

Re: Submission #1 for Review of Pharmacy Remuneration and Regulation 

I am the principle general practitioner working in a large medical centre in the 
Northern Suburbs of Perth, WA. The medical centre concerned meets the 
definition of “large Medical Centre” as defined in the Pharmacy Location 
Rules.  The medical centre sees sixty thousands patients per annum and has 
13 doctors, 7 nurses and opens 70 hours per week. 

In trying to serve our patients better we have repeatedly attempted to invite 
pharmacists to set up a PBS licensed pharmacy in the medical centre 
complex. To date we have not been successful due to the current Pharmacy 
Location Rules that are contradictory. 

According to Pharmacy Locations Rules the Large Medical Centres are 
exempted from the 500M rule if the closest PBS pharmacy is located in either 
a large or a small shopping centre. Our closest pharmacy is located 480 
metres away in a typical small community shopping centre but does not meet 
the ‘location rules’ conflicting definition (see below) If the definition of a ‘small 
shopping centre’ was more correctly defined, then our nearest local pharmacy 
would be classified as inside a small shopping centre and therefore allow our 
local community clinic to have a PBS license to better serve the community. 

I will clarify the conflict in summary as follows: 

Part of the definition of a large shopping centre is that it must have a 
supermarket of at least 1000sqm in size, and part of the definition of a small 
shopping centre is that is must have a supermarket of at least 2500sqm in 
size. This is 2.5 times the size required for a large shopping centre. The 
definition defies logic and is clearly flawed. I have made a separate 
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submission regarding the inadequacy of definition of “Small and Large 
Shopping Centres” in the Pharmacy Location Rules. 
 
I urge the panel to consider exempting the large medical centres that meet the 
definition of “Large Medical Centre” from the 500M rule, as well as to consider 
revising the definition of “Large and Small Shopping Centres” in the Pharmacy 
Location Rules to better reflect the true status of the community shopping 
centres.  
 
I believe large medical centres should have onsite PBS pharmacies. 
Colocation of GPs and community pharmacists foster better team work 
between the two professions and help us delivering the best possible services 
to our community and to our patients.  
 
	
	
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jian Mao 




