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LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR COMMUNITY PHARMACY 

Hepatitis Queensland strongly the continuation and enhancement of community pharmacy. 

We have the opportunity in Australia now to eradicate hepatitis C (HCV) and severely reduce 
hepatitis B (HBV). In Queensland there are estimated to be 37,000 people with HBV and 
48,000 people with HCV. Two recent decisions by the commonwealth government have made 
life-saving differences for these Queenslanders – and for the other 358,000 Australians in the 
same circumstances. HBV and HCV untreated can lead to advanced liver disease, liver 
cancer, and liver transplant or death. 

The first decision was the PBS listing of new curative treatments for HCV; with 95% success 
rate, 12 week duration, negligible side effects, and a simple one-pill-per-day treatment.  Part of 
this revolutionary development is that these are able to be prescribed by GPs and dispensed in 
the community, where previously specialist prescribing and hospital dispensing was the norm. 
Patient access to treatment is greatly improved. 

The second decision was to enable community dispensing of existing HBV treatments, 
previously only available through hospital pharmacies. Again greatly improving patient access 
to treatment. 

This progress by Australia has been lauded globally as the best advance in this area of public 
health. It is clear that community pharmacy is essential to take advantage of this opportunity to 
fight these viruses. Community pharmacy must be supported and enhanced to enable 
adequate utilisation of treatments in the fight against HBV and HCV. 

I would be happy to provide further comment. 

Yours sincerely 

Clint Ferndale 
CEO 
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