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Dear Sir, 

Please see below my responses to the Pharmacy Remuneration Review. 

Q108. Has the $1 discount had an impact on the access and affordability of PBS medicines? 
Has the introduction of the $1 discount been a successful implementation of policy?   

Since the implementation of $1 discount in Jan 2016, we have not seen a significant 
improvement on patient's access and compliance to PBS medicines.  

Q113. Are the current restrictions on the sale of schedule 2 and 3 medicines an appropriate 
balance between access and health and safety for consumers? If not, how could this balance 
be improved? 

Yes. 

Q112. In your experience, do community pharmacists provide appropriate advice for 
schedule 2 and 3 medicines?  

Yes. It is. This is the core of our profession which we are trained for. 

Q116. Should complementary products be available at a community pharmacy, or does this 
create a conflict of interest for pharmacists and undermine health care? 

Yes. I believe that complementary medicines should continue be made available at 
community pharmacy. Rather than conflict of interest, I believe that having this category in 
a community pharmacy has enabled us to detect any potential interactions and therefore 
allow us to provide appropriate advice to further reinforce the safety use of complementary 
medicines to our patients. Furthermore there is much robust evidence for the efficacy of 
certain complementary products for the treatment of diseases within the scope of 
pharmacy. 

Q117. Do consumers appreciate the convenience of having the availability of vitamins and 
complementary medicines in one location? Do consumers benefit from the advice (if any) 
provided by pharmacists when selling complementary medicines? 

Yes. This is because Pharmacist is one of the most trusted healthcare professional in 
Australia when dealing with medicines.  

Kind Regards, 

 

Managing Partner 
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