
Statement addressing 

Q 42 : Would the removal of the location rules with the retention of the current state 

ownership rules for pharmacies increase or decrease access and 

affordability for pharmaceuticals to the public? Why and for what reasons? 

I believe the removal of current location rules would result in a scramble for 

pharmacy sites to the detriment of the existing network of strong businesses 

created under current location rules. The existing framework has created an 

equitable network of pharmacies that services the population of Australia 

without aggregation in socio-economically favourable areas at the expense of 

less socio-economically favourable areas. 

With reference to Table 5 (International Regulation of Pharmacy) and the 

number of pharmacies per owner I believe the number of pharmacies a 

pharmacist can own or have a pecuniary interest should revert to two, as was 

the case in Western Australia. I believe this would prevent exploitation of 

young pharmacists. I believe the owner of the pharmacy whose name is on the 

door should be expected to have a presence in the business. 

Q 25: As medicine specialists, what are the professional programs and services that 

pharmacists should or could be providing to consumers in order to best serve 

the consumers? 

I believe community pharmacists are under-utilised in our communities. 

Pharmacists should be able to, where appropriate, supply ongoing repeat 

medicines for maintenance therapy under the PBS with referral to the GP at 

least twice a year.  

With adequate training I believe pharmacists have the knowledge and ability 

to supply simple antibiotics in cases such as outer ear infections, simple 

respiratory tract infections and skin infections for example. I believe this 

would take pressure off community doctors and in turn, reduce Medicare 

expenditure on visits that could be resolved at the pharmacy. 

I believe it is an exciting time to be a pharmacist, especially since the 

introduction of professional services such as influenza vaccination and 

medical certificates, for example. I look forward to further recognition of the 

abilities of the pharmacist and their role in our community. 
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